Parish Pastoral Council Minutes

October 2, 2025

Present: John Richardson, Megan Richardson, Sr. Matilda Owolagba, Sheila Foy Connolly, Fr. Frank
Kuczera, Matthew lwueze, Heather Duggan, Bernie Eischen, Acacio Alves

Regrets: Adele Casuga Lalonde

1.

Opening Prayer

The meeting opened with a prayer provided by Fr. Frank.

Welcome our new member, Acacio Alves

Finding one or two new members for PPC: Sheila and Megan will ask several people. Sheila will
update Megan if she is successful.

Members hopes and dreams for PPC:

- Meetings of reps from committees/ministries to discuss pastoral plan and what we will focus on
in the coming year

- Hospitality for new parishioners

- personally invite parishioners to Sunday Hospitality

- Oblate anniversary on February 17, 2026. Organize an event.

- askwho is new at Mass and hand them a registration form or follow up with a phone call

- give a baked good (lemon loaf) to new parishioners, invite them to pick it up at hospitality,
include this in mass announcements, new parishioners can find a PPC member and get a treat

- Sunday hospitality could include homemade treats or fruit donated by parishioners, not just
packaged cookies.

- what is the role of PPC members besides being welcoming? Be approachable to be asked
questions. Help with special events and receptions, represent the community. Ask “l am a
member of PPC, what do you need?” Brainstorming what the needs of the parish are and what we
can organize. Get back to “doing”. Pastoral Plan can evolve from one year to the next.

- look at demographics of parish to figure out how to serve it better. Who is not represented? How
can we invite them? Who is on the margins?

- more service, more social, more study?

- “tree” for parishioners needs/gift of service — can let us know what they need e.g. ride to church,
a visit, a meal, to sit with them at Mass. Does not have to be big!

- Concentrate on Oblate anniversary on February 17: 200th anniversary of the pontifical approval
of our Institute and its Constitutions and Rules.

Letter from the Superior General outlining events to celebrate the 200" anniversary.
https://oblates.ie/letter-of-the-superior-general-on-the-199th-anniversary-of-the-papal-

approbation-of-the-constitutions-and-rules/


https://oblates.ie/letter-of-the-superior-general-on-the-199th-anniversary-of-the-papal-approbation-of-the-constitutions-and-rules/
https://oblates.ie/letter-of-the-superior-general-on-the-199th-anniversary-of-the-papal-approbation-of-the-constitutions-and-rules/

5. World Youth Day
From Pamela Dixon, Oblate Associate
World Youth Day is August 3-8, 2027, in Seoul, Korea.
With past World Youth Days, there has also been Oblate Youth events - where Oblate Youth meet
in the host city/country and tour Oblate parishes, missions or visit with local Oblate missionaries.
| have reached out to the current Oblate Provincial Council to see if there are any plans set up for
Seoulin 2027. In the meantime, | wanted to know if the parish would be interested in seeing if
there were any interested youth (ages 18-35) on going to Seoul and if so, if the parish would like to
support these participants financially? | have done a preliminary check of cost to fly to Seoul in
August, and itis just under $3000 round trip for six days. | am hoping we may get an idea of
accommodation and meals, but | would hazard a guess of $5000/participant.
Would the parish be interested in canvassing for youth to go and/or financially supporting youth
going?
If there is no interest from our parish, there may be interest from the other Oblate parishes in
Ottawa. St.Joseph's has a larger youth group and has a university student mass and Sacred
Coeur has a biggish youth group - there could be interest in those parishes? Would Canadian
Martyrs consider supporting youth outside of their parish? Food for thought.
| can try to share more info, once | receive it from the Oblate Provincial Council, there may be
plans in other places to send youth in 2027 and we can see how to connect?
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Pamela will share more information when she has it.

6. Update on showcasing of ministries/committees
- started on the weekend of September 27/28. Each weekend until November 22/23 two or three
ministries/committees will be showcased briefly after weekend Masses.

7. Change of Chair in January

Sheila would like to step down as chair in January 2026. Action item: She asks that members think
about who will replace her.

8. Report on Parish Life — Matilda

- Happenings: Eucharistic Minister training, Season of Creation Mass, Feast of Canadian Martyrs,
T&R celebration, Canadian Martyrs well represented at the Archdiocese’s Mass for Truth and
Reconciliation, new Mass times have seen a few new faces.

- Memorial Mass on Sunday, November 2 at 10am

- Action item: Shrove Tuesday pancake lunch or dinner may coincide with Oblate celebration.
Consider a different date?

9. Next meeting: Thursday, November 6



- Sheila is not available on Tuesdays and having a meeting after the Tuesday evening Mass would
make of a long day. Meetings will remain on the first Thursday of the month.



