Canadian Martyrs Pastoral Council meeting minutes
Thu., Jan. 8, 2026
Present

Acacio Alves, Jim Bronskill, Heather Duggan, Bernie Eischen, Frank Kuczera, John
Richardson, Megan Richardson, Matthew lwueze

Regrets: Sheila, Matilda, Adele

1. Opening prayer by Father Frank

2. Coming events

a. Pancake supper before mass on Shrove Tuesday, Feb. 17, 5:30 p.m.
b. Oblate anniversary celebration

Tues., Feb. 17 - 200th anniversary of the Roman Catholic Church recognizing the Oblates in
1826 (the 200th anniversary of the papal approval of their Constitutions and Rules)

Lunch and learn, Sun., Feb. 15

Oblate Mission talk, March 1

Lenten Retreat, March 13-15

Events will be held throughout the year
c. Doors Open Ottawa

Sat., June 6:

Action items: John agreed to fill out the form to apply with the city. Heather will scan the
information from the last time the parish participated in Doors Open and send them to
Matthew. Following discussion, it was agreed that Matthew would arrange for the Knights of
Columbus to provide volunteers to assist.

3. Items for discussion
a. Mission statement for the pastoral council

Heather said there is a formal mission statement for the council in the parish constitution.
Father Frank said the mission is simply defined as a consultative body to the pastor that
performs service to the parish community.


https://forms.ottawa.ca/en/form/rcfs/culture-museums/doors-open-ottawa-building-participant-application

b. Opening and closing prayer for PPC meetings

Following discussion, it was agreed that council members would take turns preparing and
delivering an opening and closing prayer, as well as a moment of faith just before the
closing prayer.

c. Indigenous artwork

Father Frank planned to mention the planned mural to the Oblates’ governing council. The
artists will come after mass one weekend to get feedback from the parish community. This
has not been scheduled. More information and a sketch of the proposed artwork are
needed. The Truth and Reconciliation Committee will find funding for the mural project. AS
the Oblates own the building, they need to approve the sketch and placement of the
artwork on the building.

There was discussion about the placement of the mural, which is to face Main Street.
Bernie suggested the money might be better spent on another reconciliation initiative that
directly helps Indigenous people.

d. Feedback on new weekday mass times
Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Wednesday to Friday at 12:15 p.m.

Father Frank said the midday masses had attracted some new attendees, while some prior
attendees no longer come.

The Tuesday mass has attracted about 20 people in the past couple of weeks, which Father
Frank considered encouraging. He expressed hope the Tuesday mass would evolve into a
young adult mass with music for people aged 18-30.

Action Item: There was discussion of ways to better promote the Tuesday mass to the
student populations at St. Paul University and University of Ottawa Lees campus.

4. New and potential pastoral council initiatives from brainstorming session

a. The new Social Committee has generated considerable interest, and they planned
to hold their first meeting Sun., Jan. 25, after mass. Megan, John, Father Frank, Acacio,
Matthew and others were to attend.

The Social Committee is looking to plan two new parish activities in the January to June
period.

b. The new Christmas Eve midnight mass attracted about 100 people.



c. Collaboration with Immaculata High School

Father Frank planned to meet with the new Immaculata principal about building
connections between the parish and the school.

d. Youth initiatives
The idea of a concert night for young people was discussed.

Acacio mentioned a priest in Brazil who has been very successful in engaging young people
through online streaming activities.

5. Next meeting
Thu., Feb. 5,7 p.m.

Bernie will do the opening and closing prayers and moment of faith.

6. Closing prayer by Father Frank



