Pastoral Council Minutes
November 13, 2025

Attendance: Acacio Alves, Sheila Foy Connolly, Bernie Eischen, Matilda Owolagba, Heather Duggan,
Megan Richardson, Frank Kuczera, John Richardson, Jim Bronskill, Matthew lweuze

1. Prayer

2. Welcome to Jim Bronskill

3. Recent Positive and Negative Comments from Parishioners:
Positive: The homilies at the weekday Masses are very good. Could they be put on the website?
Negative: Indigenous mural proposed for outside wall of parish centre. Is this going to cost the
parish money? Action item: This is an opportunity for PPC and T&R committee to start a
conversation with the parish community and engage with the editor of the Mainstreeter where the
article appeared (October 2025 issue)

4. Pastoral Team Report:
Lunch and Learn introducing parishioners to the Alpha program. St. Mary’s is no longer offering the
Alpha program, but Annunciation is offering the program. Action item: This could be advertised in
the bulletin.
The next Lunch and Learn will be on the history of our stained-glass window.

5. PPC discussion on three questions: What are the blessings in our community? What do you think
needs "help" to grow in our community?
See the collected answers below.



What are the blessings in our community?

We are a caring, welcoming, hospitable community of
worship

A big blessing is the spirit of welcome, fun and spiritual
openness and questing that animates the parish. There is
a friendly, positive vibe that one feels as soon as one
enters.

Uplifting masses with thought-provoking sermons and
beautiful music

Scylla the church dog

The parish community is a home for many people and
place of hope.

25/6 @

Fr. Frank and Heather A welcoming and open attitude A
vibrant engaged community... lots of committees and
volunteers Great snacks and celebrations A sense of fun

Good schools. Peaceful streets. Brantwood Park. The
Rideau River. Neighbourhood traditions: The Main Event,
The farmer's market.

St. Paul's and Oblate community Clese knit community

Smiling people. A smiling pastor.

What do you think needs "help” to grow in our community? ab/6 @25

All groups community events

Uncategorized

community events

4 responses

youth engagement outreach

Events that include the whole parish and maybe even
non-parishioners e.g. a concert, a charity auction.

More opportunities to interact with each other

hospitality

1response

Hospitality needs help to grow and
welcome more parishioners into
service.

1 response

hospitality volunteerism

People want to belong, how can we get people to come
back and not just for Mass. Engage in events outside of
church eg. go to movies, play sports together

Demographics and boundaries?

volunteerism

More volunteers to engage in parish
ministries..



Uncategorized

14 responses

Identify ways of reaching immigrants to Canada and new

arrivals in Ottawa who are looking for a welcoming parish.

Develop a social committee

Ask the youth to lead a mass, doing the welcoming,
readings and music.

Have a list of support groups available

Create a youth council They would spearhead youth
initiatives.

Collaboration with Immaculata

How do we reach the university students in the area?

Add to our calendar of full community events. Perhaps
add an annual concert of a pickle ball league.

Start a social committee. Their goal would be to
coordinate fun community social events.

Youth Masses, inviting young people to bring instruments
and sing, developing support groups, what does it mean
to be an Oblate parish, what distinguishes us from the
diocesan parishes

Lunch and fun for youth once a month after Mass

Eucharistic movement program, special masses, youth
congress

Add a midnight mass. Make sure when the church is full,

veryone is given information on what the parish does.



What 2 or 3 things can we focus on this coming year? alle @9

We could focus on building on the areas that canincrease Start social committee
membership, especially halding on to our younger
members, and providing opportunities for them to

become more involved in various ministries. Immaculata Christmas gathering
Cookies and welcome to parish info sheet at great Glebe Social committee: start with announcement at Mass and
Garage sale in bulletin. Get feedback after Mass before people leave,

give survey, could happen before the liturgy starts

Christmas Eve midnight Mass
How to engage Immaculata? Project where they are
working together, outreach, musicians,

Objective for social committee: organize 2 or 3 events,

once a month?

Fall and Spring clean up events



