
Canadian Martyrs Pastoral Council meeting minutes 

Thu., Feb. 5, 2026 

Present 

Jim Bronskill, Heather Duggan, Bernie Eischen, Sheila Foy Connolly, Matthew Iwueze, Frank 
Kuczera, Matilda Owolagba, John Richardson 

Absent: Megan Richardson, Acacio Alverez, Susie Martinez, Adele Casuga 

1. Opening prayer by Bernie 
 

2. Minutes from the January meeting were approved 
 

3. Items requiring decision and action 
a. Pancake supper before mass on Tues., Feb. 17, 5:30 p.m. Heather plans to 

procure supplies for the pancakes. Sheila will contribute fruit salad. Volunteers 
should arrive by about 4 p.m. 

b. Oblate anniversary celebration 
Sun., Feb. 15, Lunch & Learn 
Tues., Feb. 17, pancake supper and mass 

c. Doors Open Ottawa. John submitted an application for Sat., June 6, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

d. Lenten Retreat. Planned for March 13-15. 
e. Mural update. Presentation by Indigenous artists after mass – no word from Truth 

and Reconciliation Committee yet. 
f. Should a pastoral council member attend the Truth and Reconciliation 

Committee meetings? Matthew is already a member. Sheila and others said 
there is a need for better information about the timing of the committee’s 
meetings and sharing of their minutes. 

g. Should the parish mark Black History Month? Matthew said it would be a 
welcome idea. Action item: This year there will be a mention in the Prayers of the 
Faithful during mass. A Lunch & Learn will be planned for next year. 

 

4. Items for discussion 
a. Brainstorming: Check-in on initiatives 

Social Committee: Formed 
Midnight mass on Christmas Eve: First one many years in 2025 
More opportunities to interact with each other: Ongoing 



Engage in events outside the church: Ongoing 
Recruit more volunteers: Ongoing 
List of support groups: Will be posted more prominently 
Events, liturgies for youth, young adults: Ongoing 
Collaboration with Immaculata: Ongoing 
Welcoming new parishioners: There was discussion of the best means to 
welcome new parishioners. It was decided: Action items: 
- Father Frank will ask new parishioners to stand during mass for a blessing a 
couple of times a year 
- A welcome letter will be sent by postal mail by a member of PPC to each new 
parishioner with a link to the online parish guide. Heather will share the new 
parishioners contact information.  
- A welcome message to each new parishioner will be published in the bulletin 
- A welcome gathering with cake will be held for new parishioners twice a year, 
after masses May 23 and 24 and Oct. 24 and 25 this year 
 

5. Updates and sharing 
a. Holy Thursday. Father Frank envisions a powerful moment of service at mass 

when members of the pastoral council wash the feet of parishioners. Action 
item: Bernie and Matthew signalled their availability and John said he would ask 
Megan if she could volunteer. 

b. Social Committee. A kickoff meeting was held Sun., Jan. 11, after mass with 15 
people in attendance. Two events are planned: 
- Sun., March 8: Parish walk after mass with activities and refreshments at parks 
en route. Matthew asked if insurance coverage is needed for the walk? Father 
Frank will ask the Oblates. 
-Sun., April 12 or Sun., April 19: International pot luck after mass with games and 
activities, possibly in the Immaculata High School cafeteria, Action item: to be 
booked by Heather. 
The next Social Committee meeting is Sun., Feb. 8, after mass, second floor of 
parish centre. 
 

6. Pastoral Council membership update 
a. Sheila is stepping down as chair of the pastoral council due to other 

commitments.  
b. It was agreed that John would succeed Sheila as chair. Jim will be secretary.  
c. Action item: Selection of a vice chair will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 



7. Items for the next meeting, Wed., March 4 
a. Sheila will say the opening and closing prayers and deliver a moment of faith. 
b. Revisit brainstorming 
c. Mural update 
d. Doors Open update 

 

8. Moment of faith and closing prayer by Bernie 
 
 
 

 


