Canadian Martyrs Pastoral Council meeting minutes
Wed., March 4, 2026

Present: Acacio Alves, Jim Bronskill, Heather Duggan, Sheila Foy Connolly, Matthew
Iwueze, Frank Kuczera, Matilda Owolagba, John Richardson, Megan Richardson

Absent: Adele Casuga, Bernie Eischen, Susie Martinez

1. Opening prayer by Sheila
2. Minutes from the February meeting were approved

3. Items requiring decision and action
a. Acacio has agreed to be vice-chair of the pastoral council
b. Feedback onthe pancake supper before Mass on Tues., Feb. 17: It was
suggested that the supper start a bit later, at 6 p.m., next year and that organizers
ensure there are bananas, Nutella and whipped cream

4. Item for discussion
a. Indigenous mural: There was discussion about an email sent to the parish

expressing strong reservations about the proposed mural for the parish centre
facade. Father Frank said he responded to the message by indicating the project
was still at an early stage of consideration. The artists must present the concept
to the parish, and there would need to be consensus among parishioners for the
mural to proceed. There was discussion of the materials to be used and the
expertise of the artists. The parish would be responsible for maintenance of the
mural.
Matthew, who is a member of the Truth and Reconciliation Committee, agreed to
report back on the committee’s latest deliberations about the mural proposal.

5. Updates and sharing
a. Adele’s points on the parish youth group were noted
b. Holy Triduum, the three days of Easter, April 2 to 5: Father Frank explained the
procedures for the washing of the feet on Holy Thursday
c. Social committee: Megan reported that 14 people attended the initial meeting,
representing a good cross-section of the parish and contributing enthusiasm,
experience and promising ideas



d. Sun., March 8: Parish walk after Mass to the Rideau River with activities
including a scavenger hunt and refreshments at parks en route. About 55 people
have registered.

e. Sun., April12 or Sun., April 19: International potluck after Mass with games and
activities, possibly in the Immaculata High School cafeteria, to be booked by
Heather once insurance details have been finalized. Parishioners who attend will
be encouraged to celebrate their ancestral roots through cultural dress and by
bringing a dish popular in their homeland.

f. Sat., June 6: Doors Open. Matthew will enlist members of the Knights of
Columbus to help out.

g. As pastoral council chair, John will send a handwritten welcome note to each
new member of the parish. Heather will procure more printed cards with the
image of the parish’s stained glass.

6. Items for the next meeting, Thu., April 16
a. Megan will say the opening and closing prayers and deliver a moment of faith
b. Keeping track of whether people have left the parish
c. Guidance for chairs of committees and retention of members

7. Moment of faith and closing prayer by Sheila



